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Book Suggestions
Birth-Preschool

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Around the World: A Follow-the-Trail Book
by Katie Haworth, illustrated by Craig Shuttlewood

Baa, Baa, Black Sheep 
by Jane Cabrera 

Beach Baby 
by Laurie Elmquist, illustrated by Elly MacKay 

Beep! Beep! Go to Sleep! 
by Todd Tarpley, illustrated by John Rocco 

Egg
By Kevin Henkes

My Heart Flies with Happiness
by Monique Gray Smith, illustrated by Julie Flett

City Shapes 
by Diana Murray, illustrated by Bryan Collier 

Cockatoo, Too 
by Bethanie Deeney Murguia
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Book Suggestions
Birth-Preschool

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers
Cricket Song 
by Anne Hunter 

I Hear a Pickle (and Smell, See, Touch, and Taste It, Too!) 
by Rachel Isadora 

The Lending Zoo 
by Frank Asch 

Let’s Play! 
by Hervé Tullet

Looking for Bongo 
by Eric Velasquez 

Old MacDonald Had a Truck 
by Steve Goetz, illustrated by Eda Kaban

Sidewalk Flowers 
by JonArno Lawson, illustrated by Sydney Smith 

Thank You and Good Night 
by Patrick McDonnell 

Tree: A Peek-Through Picture Book 
by Britta Teckentrup
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Book Suggestions
Birth-Preschool

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Twenty Yawns 
by Jane Smiley, illustrated by Lauren Castillo 

The Wheels on the Tuk Tuk
by Kabir Sehgal and Surishtha Sehgal

When Green Becomes Tomatoes: Poems for All Seasons 
by Julie Fogliano, illustrated by Julie Morstad

Where the Sidewalk Ends
by Shel Silverstein

Corduroy Book Series
by Don Freeman

The Tale of Peter Rabbit
by Beatrix Potter

Book Suggestion Database
http://libguides.ala.org/recommended-reading/children

5

http://libguides.ala.org/recommended-reading/children


Book Suggestions
K-7YO

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Ballet Cat: Dance! Dance! Underpants!
by Bob Shea

Beastly Verse 
Illustrated by JooHee Yoon 

Cookie Fiasco 
by Mo Willems and Dan Santat

Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl’s Courage Changed Music 
by Margarita Engle, illustrated by Rafael López 

Duck, Duck, Dinosaur 
by Kallie George, illustrated by Oriol Vidal 

Flowers Are Calling 
by Rita Gray, illustrated by Kenard Pak 

Fly Guy Presents: Castles 
by Tedd Arnold 

Freedom in Congo Square 
by Carole Boston Weatherford
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Book Suggestions
K-7YO

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Get a Hit, Mo! 
by David A. Adler, illustrated by Sam Ricks 

Hank’s Big Day: The Story of a Bug 
by Evan Kuhlman, illustrated by Chuck Groenink

Ice Cream Summer 
by Peter Sís

Little Elliot, Big Fun 
by Mike Curato

The Night Gardener 
by Terry Fan and Eric Fan 

The Quickest Kid in Clarksville 
by Pat Zietlow Miller, illustrated by Frank Morrison 

Strictly No Elephants 
by Lisa Mantchev, illustrated by Taeeun Yoo

Surf’s Up 
by Kwame Alexander, illustrated by Daniel Miyares

They All Saw a Cat 
by Brendan Wenzel 
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Book Suggestions
K-7YO

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Urgency Emergency! Itsy Bitsy Spider 
by Dosh Archer 

Waiting for High Tide 
by Nikki McClure 

We Are Growing! 
by Mo Willems and Laurie Keller 

We Found a Hat 
by Jon Klassen 

What Do You Do with a Problem? 
by Kobi Yamada, illustrated by Mae Besom 

Biscuit Book Series
by Alyssa Satin Cappucilli

Frog & Toad Series
by Arnold Lobel

Magic Treehouse Series
by Mary Pope Osborne 
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Book Suggestions
K-7YO

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Where Are You Going, Baby Lincoln? 
by Kate DiCamillo, illustrated by Chris Van Dusen

Treat 
by Mary Sullivan 

Book Suggestion Database
http://libguides.ala.org/recommended-reading/children
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Book Suggestions
8YO-10YO

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Ape and Armadillo Take Over the World
by James Strum

The Book Itch: Freedom, Truth, and Harlem’s Greatest 
Bookstore -by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson

A Dragon’s Guide to the Care and Feeding of Humans 
by Laurence Yep and Joanne Ryder

Fable Comics 
Edited by Chris Duffy 

Flying Lessons & Other Stories 
Edited by Ellen Oh 

Fort 
by Cynthia DeFelice

Freedom over Me: Eleven Slaves, Their Lives and Dreams 
Brought to Life by Ashley Bryan 

Full of Beans 
by Jennifer L. Holm  
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Book Suggestions
8YO-10YO

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Garvey’s Choice 
by Nikki Grimes 

Hiawatha and the Peacemaker 
by Robbie Robertson, illustrated by David Shannon 

Jazz Day: The Making of a Famous Photograph 
by Roxane Orgill, illustrated by Frances Vallejo 

Juana and Lucas 
by Juana Medina 

The Jumbles
by Tracie Baptiste

The Last Kids on Earth 
by Max Brallier, illustrated by Douglas Holgate 

Lola Levine Is Not Mean! 
by Monica Brown, illustrated by Angela Dominquez 

Makoons
by Louise Erdrich 
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Book Suggestions
8YO-10YO

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Moo 
by Sharon Creech 

Narwhal: Unicorn of the Sea 
by Ben Clanton 

Nothing but Trouble 
by Jacqueline Davies 

Oona Finds an Egg 
by Adele Griffin, illustrated by Mike Wu 

Pax 
by Sara Pennypacker, illustrated by Jon Klassen 

Raymie Nightingale 
by Kate DiCamillo

Two Naomis
by Olugbemisola Rhuday- Perkovich and Audrey Vernick

Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer 
by Kelly Jones, illustrated by Katie Kath 
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Book Suggestions
8YO-10YO

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Wet Cement: A Mix of Concrete Poems 
by Bob Raczka

Wonder
by R.J. Palacio 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
by Roald Dahl

Matilda
by Roald Dahl

Book Suggestion Database
http://libguides.ala.org/recommended-reading/children
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Book Suggestions
Middle School

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

As Brave As You
by Jason Reynolds

Beetle Boy 
by M. G. Leonard, illustrated by Julia Sarda

Booked 
by Kwame Alexander 

The Boys Who Challenged Hitler: Knud Pedersen and the 
Churchill Club- by Phillip Hoose

Dream On, Amber 
by Emma Shevah, illustrated by Helen Crawford-White 

Fatal Fever: Tracking Down Typhoid Mary 
by Gail Jarrow

Fearsome Creatures of the Lumberwoods
by Hal Johnson, illustrated by Tom Mead 

Fish in a Tree
by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
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Book Suggestions
Middle School

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

The Girl Who Drank the Moon 
by Kelly Barnhill 

Grounded: The Adventures of Rapunzel 
by Megan Morrison 

Hour of the Bees 
By Lindsay Eagar 

The Inquisitor’s Tale, or, the Three Magical Children and Their 
Holy Dog- by Adam Gidwitz, illustrated by Hatem Aly 

In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse 
by Joseph Marshall, illustrated by James Mark Yellowhawk

Listen, Slowly 
by Thanhhà Lai 

Lost in the Sun 
by Lisa Graff 

Mark of the Thief 
by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
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Book Suggestions
Middle School

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Masterminds 
by Gordon Korman

Me & Miranda Mullaly 
by Jake Gerhardt 

Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of 
the Vietnam War- by Steve Sheinkin

One Last Word: Wisdom from the Harlem Renaissance 
by Nikki Grimes, illustrated by Cozbi Cabrera 

Presenting Buffalo Bill: The Man Who Invented the Wild 
West- by Candace Fleming 

Rhythm Ride: A Road Trip through the Motown Sound 
by Andrea Davis Pinkney 

Roller Girl 
by Victoria Jamieson 

Samurai Rising 
by Pamela S. Turner, illustrated by Gareth Hinds 
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Book Suggestions
Middle School

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Short 
by Holly Goldberg Sloan 

The Fault in Our Stars
by John Green

The Giver
by Lois Lowry

The Hunger Games Series
by Suzanne Collins

Michael Vey Series
by Richard Paul Evans

Where the Red Fern Grows
by Wilson Rawls

Uglies Series
by Scott Westerfell

Maze Runner Series
by James Dashner
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Book Suggestions
Middle School

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Divergent Book Series
by Veronica Roth

Enders Game
by Orson Scott card

Everything, Everything
by Nicola Yoon

If I Stay
by Gayle Forman

Bad Ending
by Carleigh Baker

Frozen Charlotte
By Alex Bell

Book Suggestion Database
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklists

http://libguides.ala.org/recommended-reading/YA-teens
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Book Suggestions
Secondary

American Library Association, QSI Students, & QSI Teachers

Me Before You
by JoJo Moyes

Pride & Prejudice
By Jane Austin

Firestarter
By Stephen King

The Old man and The Sea
By Ernest Hemingway

The Sun Also Rises
By Ernest Hemingway

Animal Farm
By George Orwell

Book Suggestion Database
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklists

http://libguides.ala.org/recommended-reading/YA-teens
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Reading Engagement
Activities

20



Reading Engagement
Activities-Elementary
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Reading Engagement
Activities
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Reading Engagement
Activities

Research
Special interests, animals, vacation sports, historical 
people/events, Once they gather information, they can present 
their finings to you orally, write a paragraph/essay, or make a 
poster. Keep it fun!

Be a Reading Model
Let your child see you read and discuss your readings openly in 
the family. Set aside time for everyone to read at the same 
time.

Read a book or play/Watch the movie
Decide on a book/play that has been made into a movie. Read, 
watch, then discuss similarities and differences. Which is 
better?

Make up a chant/rhyme/song about a 
character or event
This helps ensure that your child is understanding the story, 
plus adds the extra benefit of developing rhyme and rhythm 
skills.

Draw a picture/comic about a character/event
This is a great way for artists to make connections and show 
what they understand about their reading.
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Reading Engagement
Activities

Make a board or card game about the book

24



Reading Engagement
Activities

Ask questions about the reading
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Reading Engagement
Activities

Start a Home Book Club
http://worldforlearning.com/start-book-club-for-kids/

http://www.ptotoday.com/pto-today-articles/article/927-
start-a-parent-child-book-club
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Reading Engagement
Activities

No electronics night/day/weekend
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Reading Engagement
Activities

Read Write Think Website
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-
resources/activities-projects/summer-trading-cards-
30864.html

Reading Rockets Summer Fun Website
http://www.readingrockets.org/article/get-ready-summer-
ideas-teachers-share-families
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Vocabulary Building
Activities

Vocabulary Box
1. Find new vocabulary words.
2. Learn the meaning.
3. Use it as much as possible all day.
4. Write it on a piece of paper and put it in a special box.
5. At the end of the week, pull out words to “quiz” yourself.

Pictionary/Charades
1. Get Vocabulary Box words.
2. Play Pictionary (drawing without talking/guessing). 
3. or Charades (acting without talking/guessing).

Vocabulary in Writing
1. Get Vocabulary Box words.
2. Choose a few of the words or use all of them.
3. Set a timer for 15-30 minutes.
4. Create a short piece of writing (story, poem, description.
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Vocabulary Building
Activities

Mealtime spelling/vocabulary guessing
Give your child a _(3)__ letter word, with each bite of food, 
give them one letter. See if they can guess the word before the 
allocated number of bites. Have them use the word in a 
sentence.

Create a family chain story or comic
Someone starts a story and each person adds to it until it 
comes to an end. This promotes both listening and speaking 
skills along with critical/quick thinking because you never know 
what twist or turns someone will add before it gets back to 
you!

Synonym/Antonym Challenge
Make a T chart. On 1 side, a family member writes verbs or 
descriptive words. On the other side, the child lists as many 
synonyms or antonyms as they can. The original family member 
then takes the paper back and tries to add to the list. You can 
switch roles if you want!
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Vocabulary Building
Activities

Play games
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Vocabulary Building
Activities

Read I Spy Books
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Vocabulary Building
Activities

Spell Words with Fun Material and Use in a 
Sentence
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